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Reaching Your Potential Scholarship Program 

 

Saynab Ali, Omaha, NE 

University of Nebraska at Omaha 

Referred by College Possible, Omaha 

 

When Saynab lived in Africa, she believed she would spend her life uneducated as was the case 

for most girls in her family. However, when Saynab was nine years old, she moved to the United 

States where she learned English, caught up to her grade level, and learned to strive for 

excellence. Her goal is to become an OB/GYN and help impoverished women and children. 

 

 
 

Esau Betancourt, Omaha, NE 

University of Nebraska at Omaha 

Referred by Project Achieve, University of Nebraska at Omaha 

 

When Esau was five, he and his mother moved to the United States to start a new life. 

Unfortunately, they encountered serious difficulties for several years until they received the help 

they needed. Esau now attends the University of Nebraska at Omaha majoring in Latino/Latin 

American Studies. He hopes to eventually join the Peace Corps and then earn a master’s degree.  

 

 
 

Jejuan Bowser, Omaha, NE 

University of Nebraska-Lincoln 

Referred by Omaha North High Magnet School 

 

Until he moved to Omaha, Jejuan grew up without positive African-American influences in his life. 

Through extensive volunteer work, he learned that success was possible for young African-

American males. Jejuan now looks forward to attending the University of Nebraska-Lincoln where 

he will major in business administration. He hopes to be a positive role model for others. 

 

 
 

Corbin Eisenmenger, Humphrey, NE 

Wayne State College 

Referred by Student Support Services, Wayne State College 

 

The obstacle that most impacted Corbin’s life was his father’s ongoing struggle with a serious 

illness. Through this experience, Corbin learned that a good work-life balance is essential to live a 



successful life. He now attends Wayne State College where he majors in criminal justice. His goal 

is to become a police officer in Nebraska and provide protection for those who need it. 

 

 
 

Mikayla Fulk, Scottsbluff, NE 

University of Nebraska at Kearney 

Referred by Upward Bound, Scottsbluff 

 

Despite struggling with serious health issues throughout her life, Mikayla has maintained a 3.88 

grade point average in college. This fall, she will transfer from Western Nebraska Community 

College to the University of Nebraska at Kearney where she will major in theatre arts. She hopes 

to eventually open a dinner theater in the Panhandle. 

 

 
 

Cheyenne Gibbons, Norfolk, NE 

University of Nebraska-Lincoln 

Referred by TeamMates Regional Office, Lincoln 

 

Cheyenne dealt with a difficult family situation while growing up. Despite these challenges, she is 

determined to have a successful life. This fall, she will attend the University of Nebraska-Lincoln 

and major in pre-health. Her goal is to become a pediatrician or a psychologist – and to care for 

her grandmother who has been her guardian since Cheyenne was twelve years old. 

 

 
 

Rachel Harriman, Springfield, NE 

University of Nebraska at Omaha 

Referred by Platteview High School 

 

When Rachel was in high school, she faced difficulties that continue to affect her today. However, 

she learned to stay positive and not let her obstacles stop her from achieving her dreams. After 

graduating from the University of Nebraska at Omaha, she wants to be a teacher and coach and 

provide the same kind of support for her students that she received in school. 

 

 
 

Tu Hkawng, Omaha, NE 

University of Nebraska at Omaha 

Referred by Upward Bound, University of Nebraska at Omaha 

 

Tu and his family faced religious persecution in the ethnic Kachin state of Myanmar. After fleeing to 

Malaysia, they lived in fear of being arrested as they were considered illegal immigrants. These 

struggles make Tu grateful for the opportunities he has in the United States. He will attend the 

University of Nebraska at Omaha and major in accounting. He then plans to earn a master’s 

degree and use his education to improve the lives of the Kachin people. 



 

Cody Hoaglin, Lincoln, NE 

Nebraska Wesleyan University, Lincoln 

Referred by Nebraska Wesleyan University, Lincoln 

 

When Cody was growing up, he did not have a stable home environment. His rough childhood 

caused him to mature much earlier than his peers and he is now seeking the stability and structure 

he never had as a child. He attends Nebraska Wesleyan University where he is pursuing a degree 

in business administration with a goal to work for an insurance company after he graduates.  

 

 
 

Gavin Klie, Culbertson, NE 

Central Community College, Hastings 

Referred by McCook High School 

 

When Gavin was 15, he lost both his mother and biological father within two months of each other. 

Luckily, his stepfather has supported him for the past three years. Gavin now works part-time to 

support himself and looks forward to pursuing a degree at Central Community College. His long-

term goal is to become an electrician and to eventually start his own business.  

 

 
 

Blessing Kyaw, Omaha, NE 

University of Nebraska at Omaha 

Referred by Upward Bound, Omaha 

 

When Blessing came to the United States at age eleven, she didn’t know English. By taking ESL 

classes, she not only learned English quickly, but also became an active and engaged student. In 

high school, she took honors classes and join leadership clubs with confidence. Blessing will now 

attend the University of Nebraska Omaha where she will major in accounting. She hopes to use 

her education to help new refugees. 

 

 
 

Paw Eh Hser Moo, Omaha, NE 

University of Nebraska at Omaha 

Referred by College Possible, Omaha 

 

When Paw was 10, she and her family started their new life in the United States. At first, she 

struggled to learn English while continuing to communicate with her parents in Karen, her native 

language. Through her obstacles, Paw learned the value of hard work and dedication and is now 

majoring in chemistry at the University of Nebraska Omaha. Her goal is to become a pharmacist.  

 

 

 

 



Jacques Musavyimana, Omaha, NE 

University of Nebraska at Omaha 

Referred by Project Achieve, University of Nebraska at Omaha 

 

Jacques was born in war-torn Rwanda where hunger and genocide were a way of life. After 

escaping to a refugee camp, he remembers eating just one meal a day and begging for food on 

the street. His early struggles gave Jacques a passion for helping others, and he is an active 

volunteer. After he graduates from the University of Nebraska at Omaha, Jacques wants to 

become a congressman to have greater power to help those less fortunate. 

 

 
 

Tyler Parthemer, Beatrice, NE 

Hastings College 

Referred by Upward Bound, Beatrice 

 

When Tyler was 17, his mother unexpectedly passed away. By grieving over his mother and 

reflecting on her life, Tyler learned the value of perseverance and hard work – traits that will serve 

him well when he attends Hastings College and majors in physics. He wants to use his education 

to get a career in the engineering field.  

 

 
 

Makayla Person, Scottsbluff, NE 

University of Nebraska at Kearney 

Referred by Upward Bound, Scottsbluff 

 

As the daughter of a single mother who didn’t complete high school, Makayla will be the first in her 

household to attend college. Lacking the guidance that many students have as they face higher 

education, Makayla sought support from programs like Upward Bound. She is now set to attend 

the University of Nebraska at Kearney with a goal is to become a registered surgical nurse, 

preferably at Regional West Medical Center in Scottsbluff.  

 

 
 

Ash Rai, Omaha, NE 

University of Nebraska-Lincoln 

Referred by Upward Bound, Omaha 

 

At age 14, Ash came to the United States from a refugee camp in Nepal. He entered middle school 

with a limited understanding of English, but used the challenge to step outside his comfort zone 

and excel. He improved his English skills and took honors classes in high school. Ash now plans to 

study mechanical engineering at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln with a goal to solve problems 

commonly found in third-world countries.  

 

 

 



Atheing Riing, Omaha, NE 

University of Nebraska-Lincoln 

Referred by College Possible, Omaha 

 

Originally from war-torn South Sudan, Atheing and her family fled to Egypt and then came to the 

United States. While overcoming the obstacle of learning English, Atheing developed a strong 

work ethic and discovered the value of a strong support system. Now attending the University of 

Nebraska-Lincoln, Atheing hopes to become a doctor and return to South Sudan to help build and 

facilitate medical clinics.  

 

 
 

Paw Say, Lincoln, NE 

University of Nebraska-Lincoln 

Referred by Upward Bound, Lincoln 

 

Paw was born in a Karen village in Burma where she and her family lived in fear of civil war. When 

Paw came to the United States, she felt isolated from her peers due to the language barrier. By 

becoming involved in school activities, she improved her English and increased her confidence. 

Paw will attend the University of Nebraska-Lincoln with a goal of becoming a nurse. She hopes to 

provide much-needed medical services to Lincoln’s Karen population. 

 

 
 

Alejandra Soto, Bellevue, NE 

University of Nebraska at Omaha 

Referred by Project Achieve, University of Nebraska at Omaha 

 

Growing up as an undocumented student in an unstable home, Alejandra turned to school as a 

safe place to grow and thrive. Now an American citizen, Alejandra attends the University of 

Nebraska at Omaha where she is studying to become a high school math teacher. She hopes to 

teach at a high-need school and provide the same support she received as a student. 

 

 
 

Sage Trehearne, Lincoln, NE 

Bryan College of Health Sciences 

Referred by Bryan College of Health Sciences 

 

In 2009, Sage was laid off from his job. At the time, he was caring for his mother who had been 

diagnosed with a brain tumor. Despite these obstacles, he decided to change his path in life and 

moved to Nebraska to pursue a career in nursing. After graduating from Bryan College of Health 

Sciences, he hopes to work in a critical care trauma unit. He is passionate about helping patients 

rebuild their lives after suffering a life-changing event. 

 

 


